IMPROVING LITERACY IN KEY STAGE 2
The reading comprehension house
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Reading comprehension

The goal of teaching reading is to enable children to comprehend written texts. To do this, pupils need to build both word reading
and language comprehension skills. These two key components of reading are supported by a broad academic consensus and
underpinned by research evidence.

The ‘reading comprehension house’ below illustrates that word reading and language comprehension are underpinned by a number
of other building blocks of reading. These component parts build on one another and connect together as children learn to read.
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The left-hand side of the house illustrates that to become
proficient at word reading, children need to build an awareness
of the sound structures of language (phonological awareness)
and knowledge of how language is represented in writing

(print knowledge). This will support pupils to learn how to
decode, translating written words into the sounds of spoken
language. Skilled readers begin to recognise some full words
automatically after repeated encounters with them and learn to
read with fluency.

The right-hand side of the house illustrates that to build strong
language comprehension skills, pupils need to develop an
understanding of grammar and syntax and build up a wide-
ranging vocabulary. They will also need to learn how to make
inferences (using information in a text to understand things that
are implied rather than explicitly stated) and monitor their own
comprehension as they read. Additionally, pupils need to learn
about different text structures and genres.

Adapted from Hogan, T., Bridges, M., Justice, L., and Cain, K. (2011) ‘Increasing Higher Level Language Skills to Improve Reading

Comprehension’, Focus on Exceptional Children, 44 (3), pp. 1-19.

This resource supports the ‘Improving literacy in Key Stage 2—Second Edition’ guidance report.



